
 

  

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 SIXTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 

HOLY COMMUNION 
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WELCOME! 
We are delighted you are here today. 

Everyone is welcome at Zion and all – without exception – are welcome  

to Holy Communion. 

 

 
FREE COFFEE 

Why not join us for some 

great coffee and 

conversation after worship 

near the east entryway. See you there! 

 
CONNECT 

To connect with the Zion 

community, scan this QR 

code. You can indicate 

prayer requests and find a link to 

subscribe to Zion’s newsletter. 

 

PRAYER PODIUM 

Inside the sanctuary 

entrance is a Prayer 

Podium. You can write prayer request(s) 

to be included in today’s Prayers of 

Intercession.  

 

ACCESSIBILITY 

All floors of the building are 

accessible by elevator. 

Sanctuary space is available 

for those with wheelchairs, walkers, or 

strollers. Please ask an usher if assistance 

is helpful. Large print bulletins are 

available. 

NAME TAGS 

We want to be a place 

where everyone knows your 

name! Name tag stickers are available on 

the welcome table in the gathering 

space. When you want one, a permanent 

name tag will be provided. 

 
WORSHIP LIVESTREAM 

We livestream worship on 

YouTube and the Zion 

Facebook page. You might appear in the 

livestream, but for security purposes, our 

children’s sermon is blurred.  
 

WiFi Network: Zion Guest 

WiFi Password: Zion5822321 

 
CHILDREN 

We welcome kids of all 

ages! Children are invited to 

enjoy the carpeted zone in the rear of 

the sanctuary. There are activity bags on 

hooks along the back wall. Check out our 

Kids Station in the same area. If you wish 

to take your child (<4 yrs) to our staffed 

nursery, it is in the lounge across from 

the sanctuary.       
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GATHERING 
 

* Indicates stand as you are able 

 

PRELUDE                          Concerto in G Major, first movement                      Ernst/Bach          

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding 

minister begins. 

 

In the words of our baptism and in remembrance of our baptism, we gather in the name 

of the Father, Son + Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin to God. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Compassionate God, we confess to you all our sins, known and unknown to us. Our 

burden is heavy, and we cannot free ourselves. In your mercy, forgive our sin and 

restore our broken relationship; call us back to you. Your yoke is easy and your 

burden is light. Restore us to dwell in your peace. In Christ’s name we pray, Amen. 

 

Jesus says, “Come to me, all you who are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 

and I will give you rest.” In the name of God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, your sins are 

forgiven. Rest in God’s love. Amen. 

 

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 858 *                                          Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 
       

GREETING * 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. And also with you. 
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HYMN OF PRAISE * 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY * 

 

The Lord be with you. And also with you.  

 

Let us pray. O Lord God, merciful judge, you are the inexhaustible fountain of 

forgiveness. Replace our hearts of stone with hearts that love and adore you, that 

we may delight in doing your will, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  

Amen. 

 

 

WORD OF GOD 
 

FIRST READING: Genesis 50:15-21 

 

 Realizing that their father was dead, Joseph’s brothers said,  “What if Joseph still bears 

 a grudge against us and pays us back in full for all the wrong that we did to him?” So 

 they approached Joseph, saying, “Your father gave this instruction before he died, ‘Say 

 to Joseph: I beg you, forgive the crime of your brothers and the wrong they did in 

 harming you.’ Now therefore please forgive the crime of the servants of the God of 

 your father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. Then his brothers also wept, fell 

 down before him, and said, “We are here as your slaves.” But Joseph said to them, “Do 

 not be afraid! Am I in the place of God? Even though you intended to do harm to me, 

 God intended it for good, in order to preserve a numerous people, as he is doing 

 today. So have no fear; I myself will provide for you and your little ones.” In this way 

 he reassured them, speaking kindly to them. 

 

  The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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PSALM 103:8-13 

 

  Lord, you are full of compassion and mercy, 

  slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love; 

 

     you will not always accuse us, 

  nor will you keep your anger forever. 

 

     You have not dealt with us according to our sins, 

  nor repaid us according to our iniquities. 

 

     For as the heavens are high above the earth, 

  so great is your steadfast love for those who fear you. 

 

       As far as the east is from the west, 

  so far have you removed our transgressions from us. 

 

    As a father has compassion for his children, 

    so you have compassion for those who fear you, O Lord. 

 

SECOND READING: Romans 14:1-12 

 

Welcome those who are weak in faith but not for the purpose of quarreling over 

opinions. Some believe in eating anything, while the weak eat only vegetables. Those 

who eat must not despise those who abstain, and those who abstain must not pass 

judgment on those who eat, for God has welcomed them. Who are you to pass 

judgment on slaves of another? It is before their own lord that they stand or fall. And 

they will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make them stand. 

  Some judge one day to be better than another, while others judge all days to be 

alike. Let all be fully convinced in their own minds. Those who observe the day, 

observe it for the Lord. Also those who eat, eat for the Lord, since they give thanks to 

God, while those who abstain, abstain for the Lord and give thanks to God.  

  For we do not live to ourselves, and we do not die to ourselves. If we live, we live to 

the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord; so then, whether we live or whether we die, 

we are the Lord’s. For to this end Christ died and lived again, so that he might be Lord 

of both the dead and the living. 
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  Why do you pass judgment on your brother or sister? Or you, why do you despise 

your brother or sister? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God. For it is 

written, 

 “As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me,  

  and every tongue shall give praise to God.” 

So then, each one of us will be held accountable. 

 

 The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

ALLELUIA VERSE * 

 
 

HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 18:21-35 

 

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

Peter came and said to [Jesus,] “Lord, if my brother or sister sins against me, how often 

should I forgive? As many as seven times?” Jesus said to him, “Not seven times, but,  I 

tell you, seventy-seven times. 

 

“For this reason the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who wished to 

settle accounts with his slaves. When he began the reckoning, one who owed him ten 

thousand talents was brought to him, and, as he could not pay, the lord ordered him 

to be sold, together with his wife and children and all his possessions and payment to 

be made. So the slave fell on his knees before him, saying, ‘Have patience with me, 

and I will pay you everything.’ And out of pity for him, the lord of that slave released 

him and forgave him the debt. But that same slave, as he went out, came upon one of 

his fellow slaves who owed him a hundred denarii, and seizing him by the throat he 

said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ Then his fellow slave fell down  and pleaded with him, ‘Have 

patience with me, and I will pay you.’ But he refused; then he went and threw him into 

prison until he would pay the debt. When his fellow slaves saw what had happened, 

they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their lord all that had 
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taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked slave!  I forgave 

you all that debt because you pleaded with me. Should you not have had mercy on 

your fellow slave, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord handed him over to be 

tortured until he would pay his entire debt. So my heavenly Father will also do to every 

one of you, if you do not forgive your brother or sister from your heart.”  

 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

CHILDREN’S TIME  

 

SERMON  

 

HYMN OF THE DAY 605 *                     Forgive Our Sins As We Forgive                                           

 

APOSTLES CREED *  

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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COMMISSIONING OF SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS  

Rebecca Noonan Heale, Ilsa Shobe, Havalah Heale, Anne Mackenzie, Jorgen Hollnagel, 

Sara Sok, Topher Haskell, Liz Prystas, Peter Staks, Fred Strohacker, Sabrina Bell, Leska 

Haskell, Valerie Garrison, Laurie Darnell, Alyce & Denny Gross, Susan Swidnicki 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION *  
 

After each petition ending: Hear us, O God, congregation responds: Your mercy is 

great.         

 

Pastor concludes: Into your hands we commend all for whom we pray, receive our 

prayers, O God, through Jesus Christ, our strength and salvation.  Amen. 

 

THE PEACE *      

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you. 

 

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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HOLY COMMUNION 
OFFERING 

 

 

 

 

 

MUSIC AT THE OFFERING * 

 

 

OFFERTORY *  

 

 

 

 

 

With gratitude, we receive offerings during worship to support the mission and ministries of 

Zion Lutheran Church. You may make your Sunday offering in one of two ways: 

 

☩ By placing your offering in the plate that is passed now or 

 

☩ Scan the QR code with your phone. 
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OFFERING PRAYER * 

 

Let us pray. Merciful God, everything in heaven and earth belongs to you. We joyfully 

release what you have entrusted to us. May these gifts be signs of our whole lives 

returned to you, dedicated to the healing and unity of all creation, through Jesus 

Christ. Amen. 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING * 
 

 The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

 

 Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

 

 Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who 

on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection opened to us 

the way of everlasting life.  

 

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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You are indeed holy, almighty and merciful God. You are most holy, and great is the 

majesty of your glory. 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 

death until he comes. 

 

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. 

 

To you, O God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory in your holy church, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

Make us bold, O merciful God, to address you as our Abba as we pray : 

 

     Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be    

     done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we     

     forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from     

     evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
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LAMB OF GOD 
 

 

 

 
 

HOLY COMMUNION  
 

All are welcome to Holy Communion at Zion. To receive communion, please come 

forward at the direction of the ushers, forming two lines in the center aisle.  
 

To receive the bread, place one hand in the other, like a manger or a bowl. Once you 

receive the bread, you may continue to the side to intinct the wafer in either wine (red) 

or grape juice (white). Gluten free wafers are available upon request.  
 

If you would like to receive a blessing only, simply cross your arms in an x form across 

your chest and you will receive a blessing.  

 

COMMUNION HYMN 721                       Goodness is Stronger than Evil 

                                              

COMMUNION HYMN 466                                                                            In the Singing 

 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING * 

 

May the body and blood of our Savior, Jesus Christ, strengthen you and keep you in 

His grace. Amen. 
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER * 

 

Let us pray. Sustaining God, with this bread and cup, you nourish us with mercy and 

abundant life. By your Spirit, send us from this table to serve a needy world.  Make us 

living signs of your liberation, healing, and love, following the way of Jesus, in whose 

name we pray. Amen. 

 

SENDING 
 

BENEDICTION * 

 

Benediction response: Amen. 

 

SENDING HYMN 544 *          Praise the Lord, Rise Up Rejoicing                                                               

                                                                                                                                             

DISMISSAL * 

 

 Go out in joy. Be led forth in peace. Thanks be to God. 

 

POSTLUDE          Chorale prelude: ALLES IST AN GOTTES SEGEN                 Costello                         
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Liturgical texts and music Copyright ©2026 Sundays and Seasons. All rights reserved. One License Number: A-705905. CCLI License 

Number: 1696826. Marty Haugen 1990, GIA Publications, Inc. & LBW Augsburg Fortress. Scripture quotations are from New Revised 

Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of Churches of Christ in the United States of America. U sed by 

permission. All rights reserved worldwide. 
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TODAY’S MINISTRY LEADERS 

  

            Preaching & Presiding Minister  The Rev. Tony Auer 

 Assisting Minister   Denny Gross 

Organist/Pianist   David Chamberlin 

Reader     Chet Johnson 

Communion Assistants   Ross Anthony / Sabrina Bell 

Altar Guild Ann Marie Mogren / Denny Gross 

Ushers Mike Gruenhagen 

Counters    Andrew Benseler / Paul Mogren 

Fellowship Hosts Susan Swidnicki / Linda Strohacker 

  

    

  

 

 

  

   

Congregation Council: President – Joe Darnell; Vice President – Ross Anthony; Treasurer - 

Dennis Gross; Secretary - Liz Prystas; Sabrina Bell, David Buff, Jon Hall, Steve Newton, 

Cynthia Rowatt, Gavin Tonkyro 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zion Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation  – We are 

committed to being a loving and welcoming community of faith in Jesus 

Christ. As a community of God, we welcome all. We celebrate the manner in 

which diversity enriches, nurtures, and challenges the life and ministry we 

share in Christ. Our Table is open and we invite all to full participation in the 

life of our church regardless of race, sexual orientations, gender identities, gender 

expressions, socio-economic and marital statuses, physical or mental capacities, age, or 

social position. We commit to the work of anti-racism and all forms of structural, systemic, 

institutional, and personal bias. 
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Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church  

1070 Foothill Drive 

Salt Lake City, UT 84108 

 

Office: (801) 582-2321   Email: office@zelc.org 

Office Hours: Monday – Thursday 9:00 AM to 2:00 PM 

Friday – offices closed  

 

The Rev. Tony Auer, Interim Pastor         prt@zelc.org 

David Chamberlin, Organist          david@chamberlinmusic.com 

Dave Zabriskie, Chancel Choir Director         davecomposer@gmail.com  

Susan Swidnicki, Children’s Choir Director        sljswidnicki@gmail.com 

Tracy Hackworth, Parish Administrator         office@zelc.org 

Chelene Fortier, Communications Specialist        chelene.fortier@gmail.com 

Ann Marie Mogren, Financial Secretary         finsecy@zelc.org 

John and Ashlee Mack, Caretakers                                       Jmack5517@gmail.com    

Sabrina Bell, Director, Let Me Shine! Preschool        director@letmeshine.org 

Holly Graham, Assistant Director, Let Me Shine!        holly@letmeshine.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 18  |  ZELC.ORG 

UPCOMING EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

TODAY Sunday School Begins - We have classes for kids from 3 year olds through seniors in 

high school, as well as an active and thought-provoking adult Sunday morning class.  Zion is 

blessed with wonderful, caring and experienced teachers who want to share the story of Jesus 

and the message of Grace and Christian community through the Bible.  Our lessons are based 

on the lectionary readings and classes for children include crafts, snacks and weekly music 

time with Susan Swidnicki. 

 

 

Please scan the QR code to register your child! 

 

 

 

Thank you to our generous staff:  

• Preschool/Kindergarten: Rebecca Noonan Heale / Ilsa Shobe / Havalah Heale 

• 1st-3rd: Anne Mackenzie / Jorgen Hollnagel 

• 4th-5th: Sara Sok / Topher Haskell 

• Confirmation: Liz Prystas / Peter Staks / Fred Strohacker 

• High School: Sabrina Bell / Leska Haskell 

• Adult facilitators: Alyce & Denny Gross 

• Music: Susan Swidnicki 
 

Sunday School Schedule: (Sept.13 – May 23)  
 

 PreK - K (Rm 7, upper west hallway) 

             9:00-9:10 AM Opening in classroom 

 9:10-9:30 AM Cherub Choir in Ms. Susan’s music room 

 9:30-9:55 AM Activity and snack 
  

 1st – 3rd & 4th – 5th (Terrace Room) 

 9:00-9:30 AM Bible class 

             9:30-9:55 AM Youth Choir (combined upper/early elementary) 

 Confirmation (Library) & Youth Group (Youth Room downstairs) 

 8:30-9:10 AM Joyful NOIZ rehearsal (Teen Orff percussion-Ms. Susan’s Music Room) 

             9:10-9:50 AM Bible class                           

 Adult class (Lounge/Nursery, across from sanctuary)  

 9:00-9:55 AM Bible class 
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Nursery Attendant – Beginning today, Bri Oglesby will be our nursery attendant. Bri is 

one of our Let Me Shine! Preschool teachers this year. She has experience in our nursery 

from 2 years ago. Please note, all the toys, etc, in the nursery are sanitized weekly.  

 

Dinner Church - Wednesday, September 16, at 6:00 PM, in the Terrace Room. Come 

experience worship in a more casual and intimate setting, as we share a meal, scripture, 

fellowship, music, and Holy Communion around a common table. All are welcome – especially 

first timers! Questions? Contact Liz Prystas (eprystas@gmail.com). 

 

Bi-Monthly Mission September / October – Lutheran Disaster Response 

Lutheran Disaster Response (LDR), an outreach ministry of the ELCA, shares God’s hope, 

healing and renewal with people whose lives have been disrupted by disasters in the United 

States and around the world. Since 1973, LDR has accompanied partners worldwide through 

all phases of disasters—response, recovery, mitigation and preparedness—offering financial 

support, technical assistance, advocacy and networking. LDR works through communities, 

congregations, synods, social ministry partners, community-based organizations, tribal nations, 

companion churches and ecumenical partners. LDR remains in communities as long as needed, 

often for years, providing emotional and spiritual care for affected people as well as long-term 

unmet needs. LDR is currently responding to the recent flooding in Nepal, earthquakes in 

Venezuela and Colombia, and wildfires and severe storms throughout the U.S. To learn more 

about LDR, visit https://www.elca.org/giving/lutheran-disaster-response Please contribute 

through Zion’s online payment portal (“bimonthly ministry”) or label an offering for the 

collection plate. We will collect Noisy Offerings for Lutheran Disaster Response on the final 

Sundays of September (27) and October (25). Thank You! 

 

Chancel Choir Rehearsals – We are excited that our choir will be starting up again today, 

September 13. We meet at 8:45 a.m. each Sunday in the choir room (downstairs just off the 

stage). The choir is open to any who would like to sing. We are all friendly and love expressing 

our joy by singing hymns and anthems praising our Savior. We welcome all types of voices. 

Come rejoice, sing, laugh and have a great time. For more information, please contact Dave 

Zabriskie at davecomposer@gmail.com. 

 

Save the Date for Oktoberfest – it’s nearly Zion Oktoberfest time! This year’s event is 

planned for the evening of October 17th, downstairs in the Terrace Room. It takes a lot of help 

before, during, and afterward, so please let Jon Hall know if you can contribute 

at jhjh87@gmail.com. Can’t wait to see you there.  Prost! 

 

 

 

mailto:eprystas@gmail.com
https://www.elca.org/giving/lutheran-disaster-response
mailto:davecomposer@gmail.com
mailto:jhjh87@gmail.com
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Crossroads Urban Center – Share donations of food/small household items. The drop off 

bin is directly under the stairway leading to the balcony. Current needs are: Peanut butter, 

macaroni and cheese, canned fruit, children’s clothing, underwear (new).  

 

ZELC Opportunity to Serve - It’s great to see so many people enjoying coffee, snacks, and 

conversation in the Atrium after Sunday worship. To keep it going, we’re looking for one or 

two families each week to bring simple snacks. Coffee is provided and there are always people 

to assist as needed. Please sign up on the clipboard in the Narthex. Questions? Contact Chet 

Johnson: chetj.slc@gmail.com. 

 

Caring Connections Prayer Circle Requests - Are you, or someone you care about, in need 

of prayer? Please send your prayer requests to Holly Graham (40Grambo@msn.com). Holly will 

forward them to the dedicated members of our developing prayer circle. May our prayers rise 

up like incense before God! 

 

Informal Yoga Exercise Group – Please join us at 10 AM in the atrium each Monday, 

Wednesday & Friday. Bring your yoga mat. No experience needed! 

 

View PDF of this Bulletin – If you prefer to use your device to view the bulletin, scan this  

QR code (also on the table in the Narthex). 

 

 

 

 

Attendance September 6, 2026 Worship: 73; Online views: 84 

 

Looking Ahead – Readings and Psalm for next Sunday: Jonah 3:10-4:11; Psalm 145:1-8; 

Philippians 1:21-30; Matthew 20:1-16 

 

mailto:chetj.slc@gmail.com

