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connecting through grace

A message from Pastor Steve Klemz
Thank you! You are a gracious and grace-filled community. This stewardship
report flows from your generosity, creating new ministries and ways for us to be a
people connecting through grace.
Thanks be to God for the gift of this community. It is our most precious gift, overflowing from God’s heart, shaping and calling us to be a community of grace.
How do we see the Spirit connecting us through grace?
Look deep into the cup where love is poured, “for you.” Feel joy celebrated and,
when one is in sorrow, we all taste salt. See our fun and fellowship; sacrifice and
service; conversations and consolations. Let the music and worship wash over you.
In all these connections there is grace, connecting us with the very life of God.
Because of your financial gifts, we have explored new ways to be people of
grace. More than prayers for the care of creation, we have made the commitment
to reduce our carbon footprint through building renovation. We are connecting
more and more children with God’s grace through our VBS outreach and choir
days. We are a community of compassion, connecting with refugees at the
border, where Cristo Rey Lutheran receives our gifts as Milagro de la Frontera
(Miracle at the Border).
What if a stranger should drop in and ask about “this community of grace, this
connecting through grace, ----- what does it look like?” We can sweep our hand
over every aspect of our life together and truly say, “It looks like this.”
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Appeal Report
In October 2017, Zion Lutheran Church began its fall Stewardship Appeal. Highlighted
were three ideas—Zion’s new mission statement—describing what Zion Evangelical
Lutheran Church is and does, how we gather as God’s people, and how we seek to follow
our Lord’s calling to each of us.
Members and visitors were invited to join our mission to connect through grace, to work
together, and to give generously to support our connections.
The appeal highlighted three areas:
Investing in our Children
Investing in our Congregation
Investing in our Home
The following pages show what YOUR contributions have helped accomplish.
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Investing in our Children
Goal this year: Maintain and expand children’s ministries. Fully fund VBS.

Vacation Bible School
Zion Lutheran hosted 53 children at our music camp Vacation Bible School,
August 6-10. Activities consisted of chapel, prayer, Bible Study, singing,
Orff instruments and creative movement, art, outdoor games, African drumming and dance, crafts, skits; and for our older kids (5th-6th graders) dulcimers and Praise Band. All of our activities centered on learning about the
Book of Psalms.

We ended the week with a mini-concert for parents and sent each child home with a
hand-written message from our teen counselors and a small New Testament-Psalms
book.

Of the campers, we had 45 out of the 53 who are not members of
Zion Lutheran. About 1/2 of these were returning from previous
years.
We made a special push this year to encourage and support children
on the autism spectrum so that we could more fully represent our
actual community here in Salt Lake. Thanks to the generosity of the
church council, we were able to reduce the tuition to $20 or free for
the week, which may be why we had such a great attendance. We
were completely full and turning families away the week before we
started.
We also used a paid professional staff of ten, as well as young adult
“interns” who have grown up in our program and received a modest
stipend for their teaching.
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Investing in our Children
Music for Youth and Children
Zion offers choirs and percussion ensembles for children and youth ages 2
through 18 as part of their regular Sunday morning church experience.
Choirs sing and participate in our worship regularly throughout the year.
Our music program at Zion is based on the Orff approach which integrates
singing, speech, beautiful percussion instruments, movement, and improvisation. We also use principals of the Kodaly method, promoting beautiful singing and using quality literature.

Children’s Choir Day
March 3, 2018 - Featuring guest conductor Dr. Loneka Wilkinson Battiste, children sang, participated in workshops to learn
African drumming and dance, and Orff music with xylophones,
percussion and movement. Thanks to your generosity, Zion provided all instruction, lunch, and snacks at no charge to the
participants.
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Investing in our Congregation
Goal: Upgrade software systems to improve internal & external
communication via web and social media

Updated technology
In Zion’s effort to connect to our faith community and the greater community
of Salt Lake City and beyond we have updated our website. This update
includes a new software update, updated and refined content, and a fresh
new look. Please visit and explore and zelc.org.

Zion has purchased a new software
called ServantKeeper. This has
provided us with an updated member
database, improved contribution
management, and an online church
member directory.

In addition to its Facebook page, Zion also now other social media accounts. Our increasing
use of these tools help us promote Zion’s work and invite others to join us.
twitter.com/zlc_slc
facebook.com/ZionSLC/
instagram.com/zelcslc/
youtube.com/channel/UCsO_dymGscBArwctGre-PrQ
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Investing in our Home
Goal: Obtaining a mortgage to enable us to address
much needed physical plant maintenance items

Major initiatives
Increased insulation in outer walls, improving our R factor
from R-1.5 to R-20 (with a side benefit of protecting the
organ from wide temperature variations)
Replaced old steel windows with new insulated ones
Replaced south steel, uninsulated wall with a new insulated
stucco one (and as a side benefit, providing a generous
donation to Iglesia Luterana Cristo Rey — Milagro de la
Frontera in El Paso, TX via the sale of crosses fashioned from
the old steel)
Improved lighting in the sanctuary, replacing inefficient
fixtures and old bulbs with LEDs
Replaced the west wall of the Terrace Room with new
insulated windows and doors, and created a new exterior wall to improve safety for children playing outside
Replaced the unsafe sidewalk from the south parking lot
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Zion Lutheran Church
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Weekly Giving Chart

Number of Households: 2017 data
0

5

10

15

20

25

30

35

$200 or more
$100 to 199
$70-99
$50-69
$30-50
$10-29
$1-9
No recorded contribu�on

Goal: Inspiring hope as we move forward as a faith community, a social
community, a local community, and an international community.
“Connecting Through Grace is our mission statement. It describes who we are and what God has
called us to do. Together, we are on a mission to connect through grace, a mission we can all fulfill,
working together, and giving generously to support our connections.”

Doug Graham, President, Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church Council

We had a very successful year in accomplishing the goals we set in last year’s Stewardship Appeal, but as
a vibrant and grace-full community, we have more to do! We have a mortgage that was used to accomplish
the building improvements, and we will need to consider a capital campaign to retire that. We still can do
more, both in our home (a new sign, for example, to help us connect better with the community), for our
children (to continue to build on the successes of our music programs, especially for children); and in continuing to improve our online presence to help us –literally!– connect through grace.

Pray that the Holy Spirit guides you to see and celebrate the impact of your generosity for our shared ministry.
Pray for your church.
Plan to worship on All Saints Sunday, November 4, as we embrace the ways God calls us to connect through grace.
Prayerfully and thoughtfully consider your Statement of Intent.
Join Bishop Jim Gonia who leads “Claiming our Gifts” during the education hour on Sunday, November 11.
Gather with your sisters and brothers in our annual meeting on November 18, as we respond to our commitment to one
another and the mission we share.
Present your Statement of Intent during worship on Sunday, December 2.

