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WELCOME!

We are delighted you are here today.
Everyone is welcome at Zion and all — without exception — are welcome
to Holy Communion.

(( FREE COFFEE
Why not join us for some
great coffee and
conversation after worship
near the east entryway. See you there!

CONNECT

To connect with the Zion
community, scan this QR
code. You can indicate
prayer requests and find a link to
subscribe to Zion’s newsletter.

PRAYER PODIUM
s ( Inside the sanctuary
entrance is a Prayer

Podium. You can write prayer request(s)
to be included in today’s Prayers of
Intercession.

ACCESSIBILITY

All floors of the building are
(J accessible by elevator.

Sanctuary space is available

for those with wheelchairs, walkers, or
strollers. Please ask an usher if assistance

is helpful. Large print bulletins are
available.
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"SHleR NAME TAGS

MY NAME IS

- We want to be a place

where everyone knows your
name! Name tag stickers are available on
the welcome table in the gathering
space. When you want one, a permanent

name tag will be provided.

((o)) We livestream worship on
YouTube and the Zion

Facebook page. You might appear in the

livestream, but for security purposes, our
children’s sermon is blurred.

WORSHIP LIVESTREAM

WiFi Network: Zion Guest
WiFi Password: Zion5822321

o, (@, CHILDREN

We welcome kids of all

ages! Children are invited to
enjoy the carpeted zone in the rear of
the sanctuary. There are activity bags on
hooks along the back wall. Check out our
Kids Station in the same area. If you wish
to take your child (<4 yrs) to the nursery
downstairs or the lounge across from the
sanctuary, please plan to stay with them
as we no longer have staff. Worship can
be heard thru speakers in both spaces.



GATHERING

* Indicates stand as you are able
PRELUDE “Beautiful Savior” McDonald
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, as the presiding
minister begins.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose home is heaven and earth,
whose salvation is sure. Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Long-expected God, we confess that we look to ourselves for the peace and
security only you can provide. We reach for swords and spears, reluctant to
release our grip on the ways of war. We become impatient while waiting

and weary of keeping awake. Free us from self-reliance, and teach us to live in
harmony with our neighbors. Increase our trust in God’s timing, and awaken us
to your advent among us, that we may abound in the hope you have promised.
Amen.

God judges us not as we deserve, but according to God's own righteousness.
*+ You are freed and forgiven, saved by grace, and ready to welcome the Savior.
Amen.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN 239 * Hark, the Glad Sound!

GREETING *

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit, be with you all. And also with you.



BLESSING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE *

We praise you, O God, for these candles that mark our days of preparation for Christ's
advent. As we present these candles, kindle within us the fire of your Spirit, that we
may be the light shining in the darkness. Enlighten us with your grace that we may
welcome others as you have welcomed us. Grant this through Christ our Lord whose
coming is certain and whose day draws near. Amen.

ADVENT HYMN OF PRAISE *
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The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Let us pray. Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his
coming nurture our growth as people of repentance and peace; through Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,

now and forever. Amen.

WORD OF GOD

FIRST READING: Isaiah 11:1-10

A shoot shall come out from the stump of Jesse,
and a branch shall grow out of his roots.
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him,
the spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and might,
the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.

He shall not judge by what his eyes see

or decide by what his ears hear,
but with righteousness he shall judge for the poor

and decide with equity for the oppressed of the earth;
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth,

and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist

and faithfulness the belt around his loins.

The wolf shall live with the lamb;
the leopard shall lie down with the kid;
the calf and the lion will feed together,
and a little child shall lead them.
The cow and the bear shall graze;
their young shall lie down together;
and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp,

and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.

They will not hurt or destroy
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on all my holy mountain,
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea.

On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; the nations shall
inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 72:1-7, 18-19

Give the king your justice, O God,
and your righteousness to the king's son;
that he may rule your people righteously
and the poor with justice;
that the mountains may bring prosperity to the people,
and the hills, in righteousness.
Let him defend the needy among the people,
rescue the poor, and crush the oppressor.
May he live as long as the sun and moon endure,
from one generation to another.
Let him come down like rain upon the mown field,
like showers that water the earth.
In his time may the righteous flourish;
and let there be an abundance of peace till the moon shall be no more.
Blessed are you, Lord God, the God of Israel;
you alone do wondrous deeds!
And blessed be your glorious name forever,
and may all the earth be filled with your glory. Amen. Amen.
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SECOND READING: Romans 15:4-13

Whatever was written in former days was written for our instruction, so that by
steadfastness and by the encouragement of the scriptures we might have hope. May the
God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another,
in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of
God. For | tell you that Christ has become a servant of the circumcised on behalf of the
truth of God in order that he might confirm the promises given to the ancestors and that
the gentiles might glorify God for his mercy. As it is written,

“Therefore | will confess you among the gentiles

and sing praises to your name”;
and again he says,

“Rejoice, O gentiles, with his people”;
and again,

“Praise the Lord, all you gentiles,

and let all the peoples praise him”;
and again Isaiah says,

“The root of Jesse shall come,

the one who rises to rule the gentiles;

in him the gentiles shall hope.”

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound
in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA VERSE *

Let all mortal flesh keep silence,
And with fear and trembling stand;
Ponder nothing earthly minded,
For God's word is now at hand:
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia, Lord most high!
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HOLY GOSPEL: Matthew 3:1-12 *

The Holy Gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea,
proclaiming, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” This is the one of
whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord;
make his paths straight.” "

Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his
food was locusts and wild honey. Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region
around the Jordan were going out to him, and they were baptized by him in the River
Jordan, confessing their sins.

But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he
said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming

wrath? Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, and do not presume to say to
yourselves, 'We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for | tell you, God is able from these
stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the ax is lying at the root of the
trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown
into the fire.

“l baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is more
powerful than I, and | am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the
Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing
floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with
unquenchable fire.”

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN'S TIME

SERMON
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HYMN OF THE DAY 249 * On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist's Cry

APOSTLES CREED *

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION *

After each petition ending: God of grace, congregation responds: hear our prayer.

Pastor concludes: Draw near to us, O God, as we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in our mercy through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen.

THE PEACE *
The peace of the Lord be with you always. And also with you.

THE ANNOUNCEMENTS
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HOLY COMMUNION

OFFERING

With gratitude, we receive offerings during worship to support the mission and ministries of
Zion Lutheran Church. You may make your Sunday offering in one of two ways:

.#“ffz“:‘?.

0 o . 5 |'1i 1
+ By placing your offering in the plate that is passed now or "::E:!: ‘}@4
*+  Scan the QR code with your phone. o ,g!iir‘”&“ _é
ORTE
MUSIC AT THE OFFERING  “Canticle of the Turning” Anne Krentz Organ

OFFERING PRAYER *

Let us pray. Nourishing God, you are water in the wilderness and streams in the
desert. Through this meal, satisfy our parched places, that we may rejoice and be
for the world signs of your kingdom come. Amen.

GREAT THANKSGIVING *
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The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give God thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. You
comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom you will also
make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in righteousness.

And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we
praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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Holy One, God of life: Blessed are you for your promise to your people. Blessed are
you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams. Blessed are you for Mary's openness to your
will. Blessed are you for your Son Jesus, the Word become flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup, we proclaim the mystery
of faith. Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup we remember your Word dwelling among us, full of grace and
truth. We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection. We look with hope for
his coming. Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit. Come among us. Bless this meal. May your Word

take flesh in us. Awaken your people. Fill us with your light. Bring the gift of peace on
earth. Come, Holy Spirit.
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All praise and glory are yours, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray:
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be
done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we

forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from
evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

LAMB OF GOD
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sin  of the world; grant us peace.

HOLY COMMUNION

All are welcome to Holy Communion at Zion. To receive communion, please come
forward at the direction of the ushers, forming two lines in the center aisle.

To receive the bread, place one hand in the other, like a manger or a bowl. Once you
receive the bread, you may eat it. Gluten free wafers are available upon request.
Continue to the side to receive either wine (red) or grape juice (white) in an individual
cup.
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If you would like to receive a blessing only, simply cross your arms in an x form across
your chest and you will receive a blessing.

COMMUNION HYMN 266 All Earth is Hopeful

COMMUNION HYMN 255 There's a Voice in the Wilderness

TABLE BLESSING *

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in God's
grace. Amen.

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE (Vs. 1 only) *
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PRAYER *
Let us pray. O God, in this Eucharist you give us a foretaste of that day when all
the hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your
deeds, and to proclaim the greatness of your name. Grant this through the one

whose advent is certain, whose days draws near, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Amen.

SENDING

BENEDICTION *
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus; and the blessing of Almighty God, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy
Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen.

SENDING HYMN 260 * The King Shall Come

DISMISSAL *

Go in peace. Keep awake! Thanks be to God!

POSTLUDE "Go, Tell It on the Mountain” G. Young

Liturgical texts and music Copyright ©2025 Sundays and Seasons. All rights reserved. One License Number: A-705905. CCLI License
Number: 1696826. Scripture quotations are from New Revised Standard Version, Updated Edition. Copyright © 2021 National Council of
Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.
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TODAY'S MINISTRY LEADERS

Preaching & Presiding Minister
Assisting Minister
Organist/Pianist

Advent Candle

Reader

Special Music

Communion Assistants
Altar Guild

Ushers

Counters

Fellowship Hosts

The Rev. Tony Auer

Susan Auer

Wayne Graham

Jim & Pat Palecek

Brandon Courtney

Erin Bramscher, Jon Hall, Rachel Kibler,
Scott Reuschel, Annika Torkelson
Erin Basta / Chet Johnson

Ann Marie Mogren / Jan Heins
Doug Graham

Ann Marie Mogren / Erin Basta
Lisa Stevens / Jim & Pat Palecek

Congregation Council: President - Ross Anthony; Vice President - Joe Darnell; Treasurer -
Dennis Gross; Secretary - Liz Prystas; Sabrina Bell, David Buff, Jon Hall, Steve Newton,

Cynthia Rowatt, Gavin Tonkyro

Zion Lutheran Church is a Reconciling in Christ Congregation — We are
: committed to being a loving and welcoming community of faith in Jesus
Qv) Christ. As a community of God, we welcome all. We celebrate the manner in
' which diversity enriches, nurtures, and challenges the life and ministry we
share in Christ. Our Table is open and we invite all to full participation in the
life of our church regardless of race, sexual orientations, gender identities, gender

expressions, socio-economic and marital statuses, physical or mental capacities, age, or
social position. We commit to the work of anti-racism and all forms of structural, systemic,

institutional, and personal bias.
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Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church
1070 Foothill Drive
Salt Lake City, UT 84108

Office: (801) 582-2321 Email: office@zelc.org
Office Hours: Monday — Thursday 9:00 am to 2:00 pm
Friday — offices closed

The Rev. Tony Auer, Interim Pastor prt@zelc.org

David Chamberlin, Organist david@chamberlinmusic.com
Dave Zabriskie, Chancel Choir Director davecomposer@gmail.com
Susan Swidnicki, Children’s Choir Director sljswidnicki@gmail.com
Tracy Hackworth, Parish Administrator office@zelc.org

Chelene Fortier, Communications Specialist chelene.fortier@gmail.com
Ann Marie Mogren, Financial Secretary finsecy@zelc.org

John and Ashlee Mack, Caretakers Jmack5517@gmail.com
Sabrina Bell, Director, Let Me Shine! Preschool director@letmeshine.org
Holly Graham, Assistant Director, Let Me Shine! holly@letmeshine.org
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UPCOMING EVENTS & ANNOUNCEMENTS

Transition Team Update - We are wrapping up our listening circles this week and getting
ready to move into the next steps of our transition process. If you have not had
E E a chance to give your feedback in a listening circle, but what would like your
| voice to be heard, please scan the QR code to submit your responses. Thank
E you to everyone who participated, and we look forward to moving forward as a
congregation together! David Buff, 919-414-4451, dmbuff1@gmail.com

Cookie Decorating & more - TODAY after worship head downstairs and join us for this fun
event, including pizza and salads!

Donate a Poinsettia for Christmas — We beautify our sanctuary for Christmas with
poinsettias. Forms are available in the Narthex. Donate a plant in memory of or thanksgiving
for a loved one. Cost is $10 each. Please mark ‘poinsettia’ on your payment by Dec. 17th.

Youth Activity -Dec. 14 from 11:30am-1:30pm Snacks provided; friends welcome. Please
let me know if there are any allergies or dietary restrictions so | can accommodate those.
Sabrina Bell, 801-661-5417, sabrinambell05@gmail.com. We are working on our service
project for the ELCA World Hunger “Stocking the Streets” bags. Questions? Ask Sabrina.

Dinner Church - Take a break from the frenetic pace of the season to join us for the final
service of 2025! We will gather around the table on Wednesday, December 17, at 6:00 pm in
the Terrace Room. Come enjoy a simple meal and warm fellowship, reflect on Advent through
scripture and music, and celebrate Holy Communion. All families and friends are welcome.
Contact Liz Prystas (eprystas@gmail.com) with any questions.

Christmas Tree — On Sunday, December 215, after worship many hands are needed to put up
the Christmas tree and sanctuary decorations. Please plan to stick around for a little while and
help! Also, on January 4™, help will be needed to take the decorations down and put away the
tree.

3rd Quarter Financial Report - Copies are available in the Narthex, near the church library,
and on our website.
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Children’s Christmas Program - Sunday, December 215t at 6:00PM, in our sanctuary with
Christmas cookie reception following in the atrium. Please join the children and teens of Zion as
we celebrate a Lessons and Carols style program proclaiming the Gospel through the Christmas
Story of Jesus' birth.

Would you like to help? email Susan: sljswidnicki@gmail.com or sign up on the
sheet outside the church office.

Cookie Bakers - we need 12 dozen - hopefully homemade - you may drop off (clearly
labelled) in the atrium any time on Sunday, Dec. 21.

Robing help - we need 1-2 people to help the kids who want to wear choir robes or
angel costumes. Please arrive at Zion by 5:15 pm on 12/21/25.

Clean-up - the Hagen family will manage our cookie / cocoa reception, but they'll
need a few people to help with clean-up. We'll also need a couple of adults to help carry
instruments back downstairs afterwards.

Important information for Teens and Children: Sat. Dec. 20, 2025, 9:00-11:00 am -
Rehearsal for Joyful NOIZ and teen readers; Sun. Dec. 21, 2025, 9:00 am - All SS rehearsal in
Sanctuary (no separate early Joyful NOIZ rehearsal); 5:15 pm - Robes or angel costumes for
those who want to use them; 5:30 pm - warm up for all; 6:00 pm program begins.

Christmas Eve Worship - We offer 2 opportunities to worship at Zion. There will be a family
friendly worship of lessons and carols beginning at 5pm. This service will include the singing
group, Bella Voce. Our candlelight eucharist worship begins at 10pm. There will be prelude
Christmas music beginning at 9:30pm led by guitarist, Emily Hackworth & friends.

Alliance House Needs - 23 residents of Alliance House are moving into a new building! New
home kits would be appreciated, made up of the following items: paper towels, toilet paper,
dish soap, Lysol wipes, laundry detergent. There is one resident per unit and they also need
new or used dishes and silverware. Got some extra at home you want to give away? We will
collect these items in a bin in the narthex over the next few weeks. Thank you!

Caring Connections Prayer Circle Requests - Are you, or someone you care about, in need
of prayer? Please send your prayer requests to Holly Graham (40Grambo@msn.com). Holly will
forward them to the dedicated members of our developing prayer circle. May our prayers rise
up like incense before God!

Adult Sunday School meets at 9:00am in the Lounge—come ready for good
conversation and learning together, facilitated by Alyce Gross!

Chancel Choir rehearses each Sunday at 8:45am in the Choir Room downstairs—new
voices are always welcome. &
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Sunday School Schedule (Sept. 14 - May 17): NOTE: No Sunday School Dec. 28t

PreK - K (Rm 7, Upstairs West Hall)

9:00 - 9:15am: Bible class

9:15 - 9:30am: Cherub Choir

9:30 - 9:50am: Activity and snack

1st - 3rd & 4th - 5th (Terrace Room)

9:00 - 9:30am: Bible class

9:30 - 9:50am: Youth Choir

Confirmation (Library) & Youth Group (youth director's office)

8:45 - 9:15am: Joyful NOIZ

9:15 - 9:50am: Bible class
**Got little ones not quite ready for Sunday School? The nursery will be open (unstaffed)
for you to use during the Sunday School hour. Parents and kiddos are also invited to head
downstairs for coffee and fellowship in the kitchen.

Bi-Monthly Mission November/December — Utah Food Bank Food insecurity affects 1 in
8 residents of Utah, including 1 in 6 children. With government food benefits currently
threatened, even more Utahns are at risk of going hungry this winter. Since 1904, the Utah
Food Bank has been fighting hunger statewide, through its network of food warehouses, local
food pantries, mobile food pantries (including at schools), and food box deliveries. Within the
past year, the Utah Food Bank has distributed the equivalent of 58 million meals throughout
the state. To learn more about the Utah Food Bank, visit utahfoodbank.org. To contribute to
this worthy mission, please use Zion's online payment portal ("bimonthly mission”) or by
noting “Utah Food Bank” on your check or envelope. Each $1 donated to the Food Bank
provides the equivalent of >$7 of goods and services. Thank you! We will collect noisy
offerings to support this mission on December 28!

Crossroads Urban Center — Share donations of food/small household items. The drop off
bin is directly under the stairway leading to the balcony. Canned fruits & vegetables.

Informal Yoga Exercise Group — Please join us at 10am in the atrium each Monday,
Wednesday & Friday. Bring your yoga mat. No experience needed!

View PDF of this Bulletin - If you prefer to use your device to view the bulletin, scan this
QR code (also on the table in the Narthex).
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Attendance November 30, 2025 Worship: 106 / Online views: 100 / Sunday school: 35

Looking Ahead — Readings and Psalm for next Sunday: Isaiah 35:1-10; Psalm 146:5-10;
James 5:7-10; Matthew 11:2-11
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